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REGULAR CALLED MEETING
City Council
March 23, 2021

The City Council of the City of Brownwood, Texas, met in a Regular Called Meeting on
Tuesday, March 23, 2021 , at 8:30 a.m., in the Council Chambers, City Hall, 501 Center
Avenue, Brownwood, Texas, with the following members present:

**

Stephen E. Haynes

Mayor

HD Jones
Ed McMiUian
Larry Mathis
Draco Miller
Walker Willey

Councilman - Ward 1
Councilman- Ward 2
Councilman - Ward 3
Councilman - Ward 4
Councilman- Ward 5

Pat Chesser
Emily Crawford
Christi Wynn

City Attorney
City Manager
City Secretary

with no members absent, constituting a quorum of the City Council.
CALL TO ORDER:

Mayor Pro-tern Miller called the meeting to order.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
Council convened into Executive Session at 8:3 8 a.m., in the Haynes Conference Room,
pursuant to the provisions of the Open Meetings Law, Chapter 551, Government Code
Vernon' s Texas Codes Annotated, in accordance with the authority contained therein to
discuss the following:
Section 551.071 - Consultation with Attorney
A.
Discuss Meet and Confer negotiations.

B.

Discuss legal issues regarding a proposed Hotel Occupancy Tax Agreement
with the Brownwood Area Chamber of Commerce.

C.

Discuss structures in Riverside Park that are not City property.

**Mayor Haynes joined Executive Session at 9:05 a.m.
Council reconvened into open session at 9:42 a.m.
ACTION TAKEN AS A RESULT OF THE EXECUTIVE SESSION:
A.
No action taken.
B.
Action to be taken in the Hotel Occupancy Tax Agreement with the
Brownwood Area Chamber of Commerce item to follow.
C.
No action taken.
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:

Pledge of Allegiance was led by Councilman McMillian.

INVOCATION:

Invocation was given by Councilman Willey.
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ITEMS TO BE WITHDRAWN: None
INTRODUCTIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND RECOGNITIONS: None
CITIZENS PRESENTATIONS: None
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A motion was made by Willey, seconded by Mathis, to approve the minutes of the Regular
Called Meeting on March 9, 2021 , as presented. Upon vote, motion carried unanimously.
CLAIMS AND ACCOUNTS:
Finance Director, Melanie Larose, was present for questions regarding the checklist. A
motion was made by McMillian, seconded by Miller, that the Claims and Accounts dated
through March 19, 2021 , be approved for payment as submitted. Upon vote, motion carried
unanimously.
AGREEMENTS AND CONTRACTS:
Consider authorizing the Mayor to sign a Hotel Occupancy Tax Service Agreement
with the Brownwood Area Cham her of Commerce.
Executive Director of the Brownwood Municipal Development District, Ray Tipton, stated
that the Brownwood Area Chamber of Commerce has been the primary management
organization for tourism and Hotel Occupancy Tax (HOT) funds since 2006 when the City
of Brownwood contracted with the Chamber for those services. In the last few years, many
of those tourism responsibilities have shifted back to City staff with the development of
the City' s Sports Tourism Division, managed by Roland Soto, and the development of
VisitBrownwood.com and digital marketing campaigns, including social media pages,
managed by Marshal Mcintosh. With the development of the new multi-purpose event
center, tourism in Brownwood will not only expand but shift direction by targeting new
visitor groups and implementation of new and expanded digital marketing initiatives. To
properly staff the event center and implement expanded services and marketing, the City
of Brownwood will need to retain additional HOT funds. In September 2020, Mayor
Haynes addressed the Brownwood Area Chamber of Commerce board of directors and said
that the City would like to reevaluate the HOT contract to shift some additional tourism
services from the Chamber to the City - especially for the benefit of the new event center.
City staff has drafted a new Tourism Services Agreement with the Brownwood Area
Chamber of Commerce. The Chamber is satisfied with the agreement. The City will look
for new ways to partner with the Chamber and the contract will be negotiated each year.
This is an eighteen-month agreement effective April 1, 2021. We anticipate HOT funds to
grow when the Event Center is in place.

Brownwood Area Chamber of Commerce Board President, Cory Howard, thanked the City
for partnering with them. He stated that the new agreement and the opportunities the
Chamber has to raise funds will greatly benefit its members.
Brownwood Area Chamber of Commerce Board, Incoming President, Dustin Larremore,
stated that Brownwood means a lot to him. He came back from Houston a couple of years
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ago and sees the growth of Brownwood and the Downtown area. It is his desire to continue
to partner together to continue to make our community better.
Mayor Haynes stated that the Hotel Occupancy Tax was designed and created to attract
tourism to our community. The difficult task on the Chamber was that they were asked to
do a task without the facility space. The Coliseum was routinely booked eight months out
of the year, and the Depot and Adams Street Community Center were often too small for
most events.
A motion was made by Mathis, seconded by Willey, to authorize the Mayor to sign a new
Hotel Occupancy Tax (HOT) service agreement with the Brownwood Area Chamber of
Commerce. Upon vote, motion carried unanimously.
Consider a tower lease agreement with Tackett-Boazman Broadcasting, LP.
City Manager, Emily Crawford, stated that there is a privately owned 400-foot radio
communications tower located on city property commonly referred to as "Round
Mountain." The original lease was in 1991fora6.8887 acre tract. The lease has not been
updated since, and the tower is under different ownership than in 1991 . The tower is for a
local radio station. In exchange for having the tower on city property, the city has public
safety radio communications equipment on the tower. There is no cost for the land lease
or the tower space. With the new public safety radio equipment project, there had to be
improvements and maintenance performed on the tower. That cost was included in the
radio project budget. The work is currently being performed. The new lease includes the
following terms: 20-year lease with an optional 20-year extension. The tower owner is
responsible to maintain the tower to industry standards required for public safety
communications equipment. Neither party' s equipment may interfere with the other
party' s equipment. Should the city no longer use the tower for communications equipment,
the tower owner will pay the city a land lease. This lease has been negotiated with the
tower owner, Rex Tackett (in attendance) who is in agreement with the terms.

A motion was made by Jones, seconded by McMillian, to approve and authorize the Mayor
to sign a tower lease agreement with the Tackett-Boazman Broadcasting, LP. Upon vote,
motion carried unanimously.
Consider authorizing the City Manager to sign an Election Contract with the Brown
County Elections Administration and authorize a budget amendment for the cost of
the election.
City Secretary, Christi Wynn, stated that the City of Brownwood has contracted with the
Brown County Elections Administrator since 2006 for Election services. Elections are held
at the Brown County Elections Office located at 613 N. Fisk. The contract being submitted
for approval does not change any duties for either party. They will still conduct the
election, hire election personnel, use their equipment, canvass the election results, and
submit reports on our behalf to the Secretary of State. The City Secretary is still responsible
for all legal postings, calling for the election, candidate packets, ballot preparation,
campaign finance reporting, and oaths of office. This year, we will be sharing election
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costs with the City of Bangs. The estimated cost for the Special Election is $5,398.80. We
did not budget for an election this year, so funds will come from reserves. The contract
was approved by the Brown County Commissioners at their March 15, 2021, meeting.
Election times were discussed, and Mayor Haynes introduced the two candidates in
attendance.
A motion was made by Mathis, seconded by Miller, to authorize the City Manager to sign
an Election Contract with the Brown County Elections Administration and authorize a
budget amendment for the cost of the election. Upon vote, motion carried unanimously.
Consider authorizing the City Manager to sign an Interlocal Agreement between the
Brownwood Independent School District and the City of Brownwood.
Chief of Police, Ed Kading, stated that since 2000, an interlocal agreement has been in
place between the Brownwood Independent School District and the City of Brownwood,
authorizing the Brownwood Police Department to provide School Resource
Officer/campus security services. The last review of this agreement was in 2008. The
agreement outlines campus officer duties, hours of work, chain of command, and financial
consideration. The Brownwood Police Department provides two officers on a full-time
basis to campuses, one in a part-time capacity. The agreement is for 3 years from the date
of execution and will renew every 3 years hereafter.

Councilman Mathis stated that this has added great value to the school and has made a
significant change in student behavior since this began.
A motion was made by McMillian, seconded by Willey, to authorize the City Manager to
sign an Interlocal Agreement between the Brownwood Independent School District and the
City of Brownwood. Upon vote, motion carried unanimously.
PUBLIC HEARING:
Council may conduct a public hearing and consider an ordinance on first reading
changing the name of Houston Avenue to Hoosegow Drive, located north of Market
Place Boulevard and east of Main Boulevard.
Mayor Haynes opened the Public Hearing.

Assistant City Manager, Tim Airheart, stated that this item was brought before Council last
month as a discussion item for consideration to move forward with the name change
request. Houston A venue became a street around forty years ago but was annexed in 2001.
Tel and Kourtney Williams have petitioned the City for the name change as they own the
property that was the former Brown County Law Enforcement Center. The Williams' s
have obtained signatures from the adjoining landowner in support of the change, which
meets the 75% requirement of the application. Staff believes the name change does not
meet the standard set forth in Council Resolution No. R-11-04 for the changing of Street
Names. Additionally, Houston Avenue continues to the northwest. If the two portions of
Houston Avenue are ever connected, continuity of the street name is preferable. Mr.
Airheart stated that there are far too many streets in Brownwood currently that have double
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names for different sections of the street - examples given were Southside Drive and
Fourth Street, Belmeade and Third Street.
Owner, Tel Williams, presented an online survey and postcard that had been mailed. He
invited the public to attend this meeting in support of the change. There was a section on
the online petition for comments that Mr. Williams presented to the Council as well as the
names of those that signed sorted by zip code. He stated the land that that portion of
Houston Avenue sits on is owned by MD2 Acquisitions and they pay property tax from
Market Street, all the way around the property, and down into Stovall Street.
Mayor Haynes stated that this proposed change would not require anyone to change their
911 addressing. He asked what Mr. Williams would say to those that may find the name
change offensive or those that may think the name change is inappropriate. Mr. Williams
stated that it is not meant to be offensive. The name change is intended to honor the first
modem jail facility in Brown County. The name is unique to the property and is intended
for large vehicles to be able to find the location without going through small city streets.
Mayor Haynes asked ifthere were any alternative names to Hoosgow. Mr. Williams stated
no. Councilman Willey felt that the name change is conducive to the neighborhood and
did not see a problem with the change. Councilman McMillian stated that he was not in
favor of the change because of the offensive nature. He stated that he supports the business,
but not the name change.
There was discussion about closing the street, retaining a sewer easement, and allowing the
abandoned portion to be named as Mr. Williams desires. Currently, the City maintains the
street but would no longer do so if it became a private drive. Mr. Williams did not desire
to maintain the street himself and did not want to close the street.
Mayor Haynes closed the public hearing and asked the City Secretary to read the ordinance.
After the reading of the ordinance, a motion was made by Willey, seconded by Miller to
approve the ordinance on first reading changing the name of Houston Avenue to Hoosegow
Drive, located north of Market Place Boulevard and east of Main Boulevard. Upon vote,
motion was denied as follows:
Favor:
Opposition:
Miller, Willey
Jones, Mathis, McMillian
D
E
N
I
E
D

ORDINANCE NO. 21AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BROWNWOOD, TEXAS, CHANGING
THE NAME OF HOUSTON AVENUE TO HOOSEGOW DRIVE, LOCATED
NORTH OF MARKET PLACE BOULEVARD AND EAST OF MAIN
BOULEVARD.

D
E
N
I
E
D
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ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS:
Consider an ordinance on first reading adding a 4-way stop at the intersections of
Roselawn Street and First Street as well as Parkway Drive and First Street.
Mayor Haynes asked the City Secretary to read the ordinance. After the reading of the
ordinance, a motion was made by Willey, seconded by Mathis, to approve the ordinance
on first reading adding a 4-way stop at the intersections ofRoselawn Street and First Street
as well as Parkway Drive and First Street. Upon vote, motion carried unanimously.
ORDINANCE NO. 2 1AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE INSTALLATION OF FOUR-WAY
STOP SIGNS AT THE INTERSECTION OF FIRST STREET AND PARKWAY
DRIVE AND THE INTERSECTION OF FIRST STREET AND ROSELA WN
STREET; PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE; A SAVINGS CLAUSE;
PROVIDING A PENALTY IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED FIVE
HUNDRED DOLLARS ($500.00) FOR ANY VIOLATION THEREOF; AND
SETTING AN EFFECTIVE DA TE.

REQUESTS AND PRESENTATIONS:
Consider approval of the Hotel Occupancy Tax budget for April 1 - September 30,
2021.
Executive Director of the Brownwood Municipal Development District, Ray Tipton, stated
that with the new HOT funds service agreement with the Brownwood Area Chamber of
Commerce, the City will now be responsible for a portion of the HOT funds . Staff is
proposing a 6-month HOT funds budget to fulfill existing and new obligations with the
funds . A full year budget will be included in the normal City budgeting process moving
forward.

A motion was made by Miller, seconded by Jones, to approve the Hotel Occupancy Tax
budget for April 1 - September 30, 2021. Upon vote, motion carried unanimously.
Consider approval to renovate the existing horseshoe pit area into a small dog park
located at Coggin Park.
Utility and Parks Director, Henry Wied, stated that it has come to the Parks Departments'
attention that the existing horseshoe/washer/shuffleboard area located in Coggin Park is
not being utilized by the citizens. This area has a well-built fence and could be repurposed
into a small dog leash-free area. Staff is recommending that the existing concrete for the
horseshoe pit and the washer pit, along with a portion of the shuffleboard concrete be
removed. The remaining sections of the shuffleboard concrete will be utilized for park
benches. Three gates and a dog waste dispenser will need to be added, along with several
loads of topsoil to level the surface. If it is determined that this new attraction is well
utilized adding a sprinkler system can be easily implemented in the future. The total cost
to finish phase I would be $1 ,000. If Council desires to convert the space into a small dog
leash-free area, then staff will develop rules and usage requirements.

Council suggested adding benches and re-planting trees. Mr. Wied stated that he is looking
into a sprinkler system for the area to help when trees are planted.
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A motion was made by Miller, seconded by Mathis, to approve the renovation of the
existing horseshoe pit area into a small dog park located at Coggin Park. Upon vote, motion
carried unanimously.
Consider accepting the donation of playground equipment from the Central Texas
Veteran's Committee to be located in Memorial Park.
Mr. Wied stated that the Central Texas Veterans Memorial Association in the process of
building a new restroom at Memorial Park as previously approved by Council. At this
time, they would like to request approval to install a new playground set by UltraPLAY
utilizing CTVMA's funds. This will be located by the restrooms after they are installed.
Staff has reviewed the play equipment and warranty and is supportive of the project. The
play equipment will be purchased locally through Weakley Watson. City Manager
Crawford noticed a long sidewalk going to the playground. Mr. Wied stated that the
Association is prepared to cover the cost for the sidewalk from the restrooms to the
playground.

A motion was made by Jones, seconded by Willey, to accept the donation of playground
equipment from the Central Texas Veteran' s Committee to be located in Memorial Park.
Upon vote, motion carried unanimously.
REPORTS:
COVID-19 and Vaccination Update
Health Department Administrator, Lisa Dick, stated that there have been 4,209 total
COVID cases in Brown County. Active cases are down to 64. This week, staff will
conduct a review of the cases for accuracy. Last week there were only 20 additional cases
with one additional death. The total death count is 133 for Brown County. There are 6,595
people that have received their first vaccine. There are 3,946 people that are completely
vaccinated. There will be a one-dose vaccination clinic this Friday.
Welcome Home Bags of Pecans for New Residents
City Manager Crawford stated that Mayor Haynes asked if we could provide a small bag
of pecans from the City orchard to new residents. Staff has implemented a system to give
new Brownwood residents a gift bag of pecans when water service is turned on at their
residence. To facilitate the delivery of the gift bags, the following actions were/will be
taken: Staff updated utility billing forms to indicate who is a new resident. The pecans
will be bagged by Park staff with a "Welcome Home" card attached. The bags will be
placed in a freezer that has been installed at the Service Center. When water service is
turned on at a home of a new resident, a gift bag of pecans will be placed near the front
entrance of the residence by the Utility staff. The card invites the new resident to visit a
page on our City website for new residents with a welcome message and helpful
information.
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ADJOURNMENT:
There being no further business, Mayor Haynes declared the meeting adjourned.

STEPHEN E. HA YNES, Mayor
ATTEST:

